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to Chinese models. The Chronicles begin with a cosmo-
gonic myth which is clearly of Chinese origin. There fol-
lows a theogonic myth which bears a striking resemblance
to Polynesian legends of the creation.1 In a word lin-
guistic, literary, ethnologic, and archaeological studies
all point to their mixed mainland and Polynesian origin.
To find the kernel of truth in all this myth and saga is
very difficult; but we can at least learn something or the
beliefs and rituals of these early peoples, and can watch
their cult of tree-, animal-, and stone-worship blending
with that of gods and ancestors. The national cult Shin-to,
or Kami-no-michi, 'way of the gods', is here seen in the
making, and out of this matrix the worship of the Imperial
House is seen in process of crystallization. Their aesthetic
appreciation of their new home is also seen in the names of
this mythology—'land of fresh rice ears', 'land of lush
plains', are their tribute to the fertility of the soil: 'princess
blooming as a flowering-tree*, is a name for a goddess. And
their Kami, or Lords, are nature gods whose presence they
find in the beautiful as well as in the useful, in the dreaded
as well as in the beloved. The ruler must be related to these
gods, and to whom better than the heaven-shining-august-
sun-goddess ? Even when he was not useful he was never
allowed to be uncolourful—and his *seed of the sun* are
called hiko, sun prince, and hike, sun-princess, shining in
the splendour of the unbroken succession of a natural yet
divine order. Next in importance to the divine ruler is
the soil of Japan, personified as the 'great earth-spirit*.
'Because the Great God heaven-shining who dwells at Ise
... has bestowed on him the land of the Four Regions...
therefore will the first-fruits of the soil be piled up for the
god, and he, the Ruler, will enjoy the rest in peace,' says
an early Harvest Ritual.
These twin-stars then of Yamato Damashii, the Soul of
Japan, are seen rising in the dim dawn of her history—
a passionate devotion to the Land of the Gods, as she was
later to be called, and a worshipful loyalty to the living
1 Sansom, Japan, p. 21.

